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honey-tongued Shakespeare, witness his Venus and Adonis, his
Lucrece, his sugared Sonnets among his private friends, &c.

As Plautus and Seneca are accounted the best for Comedy
and Tragedy among the Latins: so Shakespeare among the
English is the most excellent in both kinds for the stage. For.
Comedy, witness his Gentlemen of Verona, his Errors, his Love's
Labour's Lost, his Love's Labour's Won, his Midsummer Night's
Dream, and his Merchant of Venice; for Tragedy, his Richard
the II, Richard the III, Henry the IV, King John, Titus Andromcus9
and his Romeo and Juliet.

As Epius Stolo said that the Muses would speak with
Plautus' tongue if they would speak Latin: so I say that the
Muses would speak with Shakespeare's fine filed phrase if
they would speak English.

Fourteen years later Shakespeare, now one of the older
generation of dramatists, had lost something of his popu-
larity. When John Webster published his play The White
Devil he wrote a preface in which, by the way, lie praised
'that full and heightened style of Master Chapman, the
laboured and understanding works of Master Johnson, the
no less worthy composures of the both worthily excellent
Master Beaumont and Master Fletcher, and lastly (with-
out wrong last to be named) die right happy and copious
industry of M. Shakespeare, M. Decker and M.
Heywood. *

In 1623 (Shakespeare'now dead seven years), appeared
the First Folio, the first collection of his plays in one
volume. It was prefaced by various tributes in verse,
including a full-dress memorial Ode by Ben Jonson, mag-
nificently superlative. In his private conversation Jonson
was more critical. In the Discoveries, a collection of notes